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Social Studies Exemplary Text
Student Handout

Ruby Bridges was born in a small cabin near Tylertown, Mississippi.

“We were very poor, very, very poor,” Ruby said. “My daddy worked picking crops. We
just barely got by. There were times when we didn’t have much to eat. The people who
owned the land were bringing in machines to pick the crops, so my daddy lost his job,
and that’s when we had to move.

‘I remember us leaving. | was four, | think.”

In 1957, the family moved to New Orleans. Ruby’s father became a janitor. Her mother
took care of the children during the day. After they were tucked in bed, Ruby’s mother
went to work scrubbing floors in a bank.

Every Sunday, the family went to church.

“We wanted our children to be near God’s spirit,” Ruby’s mother said. “We wanted them
to start feeling close to Him from the start.”

At that time, black children and white children went to separate schools in New Orleans.
The black children were not able to receive the same education as the white children. It
wasn'’t fair. And it was against the nation’s law.

In 1960, a judge ordered four black girls to go to two white elementary schools. Three of
the girls were sent to McDonogh 19. Six-year-old Ruby Bridges was sent to first grade
in the William Frantz Elementary School.

Ruby’s parents were proud that their daughter had been chosen to take part in an
important event in American history. They went to church.

“We sat there and prayed to God,” Ruby’s mother said, “that we’d all be strong and we’d
have courage and we’d get through any trouble; and Ruby would be a good girl and
she’d hold her head up high and be a credit to her own people and a credit to all the
American people. We prayed long and we prayed hard.”

On Ruby’s first day, a large crowd of angry white people gathered outside the Frantz
Elementary School. The people carried signs that said they didn’t want black children in
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a white school. People called Ruby names; some wanted to hurt her. The city and state
police did not help Ruby.

The President of the United States ordered federal marshals to walk with Ruby into the
school building. The marshals carried guns. Every day, for weeks that turned into
months, Ruby experienced that kind of school day.

She walked to the Frantz School surrounded by marshals. Wearing a clean dress and a
bow in her hair and carrying her lunch pail, Ruby walked slowly for the first few blocks.
As Ruby approached the school, she saw a crowd of people marching up and down the
street. Men and women and children shouted at her. They pushed toward her. The
marshals kept them from Ruby by threatening to arrest them.

Ruby would hurry through the crowd and not say a word.

Coles, Robert. (1995). The Story of Ruby Bridges. New York: Scholastic.

This is an example of exemplary text found in Common Core Standards for English Language Arts &
Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects: Appendix B Text Exemplars and
Sample Performance Tasks. Retrieved from http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf

Ohio Aspire



Aspire

LEARN MORE. EARN MORE.

Social Studies Exemplary Text
Teacher Resource

Ruby Bridges was born in a small cabin near
Tylertown, Mississippi.

“We were very poor, very, very poor,” Ruby said.
“My daddy worked picking crops. We just barely
got by. There were times when we didn’t have
much to eat. The people who owned the land were
bringing in machines to pick the crops, so my
daddy lost his job, and that’s when we had to
move.

“I remember us leaving. | was four, | think.”

In 1957, the family moved to New Orleans. Ruby’s
father became a janitor. Her mother took care of
the children during the day. After they were tucked
in bed, Ruby’s mother went to work scrubbing
floors in a bank.

Every Sunday, the family went to church.

“We wanted our children to be near God’s spirit,”
Ruby’s mother said. “We wanted them to start
feeling close to Him from the start.”

At that time, black children and white children went
to separate schools in New Orleans. The black
children were not able to receive the same
education as the white children. It wasn’t fair. And it
was against the nation’s law.

In 1960, a judge ordered four black girls to go to
two white elementary schools. Three of the girls
were sent to McDonogh 19. Six-year-old Ruby
Bridges was sent to first grade in the William
Frantz Elementary School.

Ruby’s parents were proud that their daughter had
been chosen to take part in an important event in
American history. They went to church.

“We sat there and prayed to God,” Ruby’s mother
said, “that we’d all be strong and we’d have
courage and we’d get through any trouble; and
Ruby would be a good girl and she’d hold her head

Teacher introduces the text with minimal
commentary and students read it independently.
Teacher then reads passage aloud. Give a brief
definition to words students would likely not be able
to define from context (underlined in text). Teacher
guides the students through a series of text-
dependent questions. Complete the performance
task as a cumulative evaluation of the close-
reading.

Text-Dependent Questions

1. What did Ruby’s father do to make a living,
and did he make a lot of money doing this?

2. Where did the family move in 19577

3. What important event was Ruby a part of in
19607

4. How did the people of Frantz Elementary
School react to Ruby being there on her first
day?

5. Who intervened to help Ruby, and what did he
do?

6. Why was it important for Ruby to be able to
attend Frantz Elementary, and what long term
consequences could this have helped lead to?

7. Why did Ruby’s family go to church and pray?
8. Write a summary of the life of Ruby Bridges.

Performance Tasks for Informational Texts
Students read Robert Coles’ retelling of a series of
historical events in The Story of Ruby Bridges.
Using their knowledge of how cause and effect
gives order to events, they use specific language to
describe the sequence of events that leads to Ruby
desegregating her school. [RI.3.3]
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up high and be a credit to her own people and a
credit to all the American people. We prayed long
and we prayed hard.”

On Ruby’s first day, a large crowd of angry white
people gathered outside the Frantz Elementary
School. The people carried signs that said they
didn’t want black children in a white school. People
called Ruby names; some wanted to hurt her. The
city and state police did not help Ruby.

The President of the United States ordered federal
marshals to walk with Ruby into the school
building. The marshals carried guns. Every day, for
weeks that turned into months, Ruby experienced
that kind of school day.

She walked to the Frantz School surrounded by
marshals. Wearing a clean dress and a bow in her
hair and carrying her lunch pail, Ruby walked
slowly for the first few blocks. As Ruby approached
the school, she saw a crowd of people marching up
and down the street. Men and women and children
shouted at her. They pushed toward her. The
marshals kept them from Ruby by threatening to
arrest them.

Ruby would hurry through the crowd and not say a
word.

Coles, Robert. (1995). The Story of Ruby Bridges.
New York: Scholastic.

EFL 2
Word Count 479
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